Scottish
Forestry

Coilltearachd
na h-Alba

Timber Transport in Scotland:
The Role of the Timber Transport
Forum

Jason Hubert: Head of Forestry Sector Development

09 May 2025

Scottish Forestry is the Scottish Government agency responsible for W Scottish Gove rnment

forestry policy, support and regulation. N i >
S e Coilltearachd na h-Alba a bhuidheann-ghniomha aig Riaghaltas Rlag ha l'tas na h Alba

na h-Alba a tha an urra poileasaidh, taic agus riaghladh do choilltearachd




g

\
\

Forestry / na h-Alba

b Scottish / Coilltearachd

forestry.gov.scot

North
Scotland

£

South
Scotland

-

7 national Forest Inventory woodlang
I Trce cover = 0.1 ha outside woodlands
[ Main urban areas

NFI Regional boundaries

@Crown Copyright and database right 2017
Ordnance Survey 100021242

25 50 100 Kilometres

North East
Scotland




What is the Timber Transport Forum?
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TransportForum = Purpose v our Work v Reg ional Groups v information and Good P ractice v

* A partnership of the
forestry and timber
industries, local
government, national
government agencies,
timber hauliers and
road and freight
associations

11 Regional Timber
Transport Groups at
local authority level,
each a local partnership
of public and private
organisations

timbertransportforum.org.uk


https://timbertransportforum.org.uk/regional-groups/

What does the TTF aim to do?

We seek to minimise the impact of timber
transport on the public road network,
on local communities and on the
environment. The Forum promotes
voluntary measures to improve the
sustainability of timber transport:

« Managing timber traffic to sustain the
road network and minimise disruption

« Maintaining and improving minor roads
used for timber haulage

* Moving timber by other modes of
transport where possible

Creel Consulting




Agreed Routes Map

Back to the main website
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Agreed Route (green)

Roads which can be used for timber haulage without

L restriction other than as regulated by the Road Traffic Act
1988. “A” roads (e.g. the A9) are classified as Agreed Routes
by default unless covered by one of the other categories
(e.g. Consultation Route).
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Consultation Route (yellow)

Roads which are key to timber extraction but, for a variety of
reasons, are not up to Agreed Route Standard. Consultation
with the Local Authority is required before any timber
haulage takes place and it may be necessary to limit the
amount, timing or frequency of timber haulage, or to specify
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> categories (e.g. Severely Restricted Route).

Severely Restricted (purple)

Roads which are particularly fragile or sensitive and should
only be used for timber transport under a carefully
supervised management regime agreed with the Local
authority. Some Timber Transport Groups make more use of
the Severely Restricted category than others. Where it is
used, it tends to suggest that there will be significant
constraints which will constrain or add cost to haulage
operations. More recently the category has been linked to
the production of a formal Timber Traffic Management Plan
that sets out an agreed package of measures seen as
appropriate to sustain the road.
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== Excluded Route (red)

Roads which should not be used for timber transport in their
present condition. These routes may have a normal weight
or height restriction or be close to being weiaht restricted. In
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The Regional Groups

7/ Groups Iin Scotland with the
following remit:

* to collect information relating to
current and future timber traffic;

» identify priorities for maintenance, : : e e —R
upgrades and new investments in A A G
timber transport infrastructure; T T b= o TPUBE

* to explore and promote the potential
for increased use of rail and water
modes;

* to develop and maintain a system of
agreed timber transport routes;

* to work through partnerships to resolve
timber transport problems and avoid
new ones arising, and

Photo: Creel Consulting



Strategic Timber Transport Fund

Strategic Timber Transport Fund

The Strategic Timber Transport Fund is
available to projects that minimise the
impact of timber transportation on
Scotland's fragile rural and public
roads. Projects to date include:

* the development of forest roads that
bypass communities

* the development of boat and rail
haulage facilities

* the upgrade of vital public roads

Photo: Dennis Coy, Glennon Brothers
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Strategic Timber Transport Scheme
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Improving timber transport case study
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Thank You

Any Questions?



